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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

INFORMAL CONSULTATION  
Proposal to amalgamate Golborne Children’s Centre and  

Maxilla Nursery School  

Frequently asked questions and additional information to support  
parents, staff and stakeholders in submitting their feedback regarding 
the above informal consultation. 

OUR HISTORY  

1. When did Golborne Children’s Centre & Maxilla Nursery School Federate? 
In 2013 these two local nurseries federated. 7 staff and 25 children from Maxilla 
Nursery moved into a shared site within the Golborne building at 2A Bevington 
Road. 

2. What does it mean when two Nurseries federate? 
A federation is defined in law as two or more maintained nursery schools operating 
under the governance of a single governing body. 

3. Why was Golborne previously called a Children’s Centre? 
Golborne was previously a Children’s centre similar to Holmfield house.  
However, it has operated as a nursery school, rather than a children’s centre since 
2015. The name has remained the same, despite the nursery no longer offering the 
children’s centre services. 

4. What is the nursery currently called?  
Golborne & Maxilla Federated Children’s Centres. This name has been used since 
2015 when Golborne Children’s Centre and Maxilla Nursery school came together 
on one site. 
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THE  PROPOSAL 

5. What is the proposal? 
The Governors of Golborne & Maxilla are proposing to amalgamate (also referred 
to as merging) the two nursery schools to form one nursery school. If it is agreed 
then Maxilla Nursery will be dissolved and the new school Golborne & Maxilla will 
come in to being. 

6.Why are the governing body proposing the change?  
Golborne & Maxilla runs as one school in most ways. There is one governing body, 
one head teacher, one staff team, one ethos, one school site. However, legally we 
are two schools, which can create some complexities.  

THE CONSULTATION 

7. What is a consultation? 
Consultation is the action or process of formally talking, listening or discussing a 
proposal. The Governing body is undertaking this consultation - Starting this  
discussion with staff, parents, the local community and all involved parties who 
have an interest in the school, so they all have the opportunity to give us their 
views. 

8. How is the consultation process structured? 
There are two stages to the consultation process:  
Firstly, the ‘Informal consultation’ which will run from now until 9th November 2022 
(inclusive of the half-term break). This is undertaken by the Governing body. 

Following this informal consultation, if it is agreed that this proposal will move to the 
next stage there will be a statutory notice published by the Local Authority with 
their statutory ‘formal consultation’.  This is likely to happen in the New Year and will 
be open for four weeks. 

9. What is an informal consultation? 
It is required that the Governing body undertake an ‘informal consultation’ with 
the local community, parents and staff before progressing to the next stage with 
the local authority. Therefore, the Governors now welcome, parents’ views on this 
proposal, as a means of moving forward. The proposal has been shared with all 
staff and they fully support the proposal together with the Governing body. 

10. How long is the informal consultation? 
From now until Wednesday 9th of November 2022. 
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11. Why are parents being consulted about this proposal? 
Parents play a key part in our school community and always have done. We value 
your thoughts highly and your feedback is important to us. 

12. Why does there need to be a Consultation period?  
The Governing Body and the Local Authority cannot simply decide to make 
changes to schools without first seeking the views of parents, staff, and other 
stakeholders. There is also a legal process which must be followed before changes 
can be made, and it is important that the Governing Body, and the Local  
Authority hear your views before deciding whether and how to proceed.  

THE IMPACT 
  
13. What are the benefits of becoming one nursery school?  
It will be more time effective to be one school rather than two. 
Currently, two lots of information need to be provided such as on pupil progress, 
number of children receiving additional support, pupil premium and so on. This 
separation impacts negatively on staff work load without a positive impact for 
pupils. 

One school, with one name will enhance our offer - Currently, as two schools there 
are two DFE numbers, and this has caused issues and difficulties such as: confusion 
for new parents when applying, when there are inspections, when allocating  
students and having to clarify that we are not a children’s centre. 

14. How will the amalgamation make the nursery more cost affective? 
Currently we are making additional payments to run two separate IT systems. There 
are also complications around how finances are managed. These issues will be 
removed by amalgamating the schools.  
Amalgamating enables more of the budget to be spent upon front-line teaching 
and learning, allowing the school to be more financially efficient for example  
being able to buy supplies and services as a single school. 

15. What will it mean for our children?  
There will be no changes to the number of places, types of places, and no 
changes to the curriculum or provision in any way, including the EY Resource Base. 
All the children will officially be part of one school. 

16. What will it mean for the staff?  
There will be no changes to staff terms of employment. 
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17. How do staff feel about the proposal? 
Staff have all been informed of the proposal and are all in support of the  
amalgamation (27/09/2022). Staff are also encouraged to submit their feedback 
via the response form or email address as detailed below. 

18. Will the admissions process be affected? 
There will be no change to our admissions policy, which has been in place since 
the nurseries federated in 2013. Importantly, admissions will still take into account 
the distance of the child’s home to Golborne or the former Maxilla site.  
Full details of the Admissions policy are shown on our website.   

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

19. What will the amalgamated School be called? 
If the amalgamation is taken forward and agreed we propose that the new school 
name will be: Golborne & Maxilla Nursery School 

20. Why do you want to change the name?  
The current name no longer truly reflects what is offered at our Nursery School. The 
amalgamated school name makes our offering immediately clear to prospective 
employees, prospective parents and the general public.  

21. Why has this name been chosen? 
It is important that the history of both nurseries is remembered and reflected in our 
nursery school now and in the future. The description “Nursery school’ also truly  
reflects what is on offer at the school. 

22. Will our children still have access to the Forest School at the previous Maxilla 
site? 
Yes. We will continue to access the outdoor space at Maxilla as our Forest School 
and offer a wonderful external learning space for our children. 

23. Will the Nursery schools budget be affected? 
The funding itself will not change but the amalgamation will enable further  
financial efficiencies due to a streamlined admin and IT system, which will  
indirectly benefit the nursery budget as a whole. 

24. Will the Nursery logo change? 
No, just the text to reflect the proposed name. 
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SUBMITTING YOUR FEEDBACK 

25. How can parents, carers, and other stakeholders share their views? 
You can share your view of the proposal in various ways:
1. Complete the Informal Consultation Response Form and return it to the       

consultation box in the school’s reception area. 
2. You can also complete the form electronically and email it to: 

consultation@golborne.rbkc.sch.uk 
3. Attend one of the parents forums to discuss your queries and submit a            

Response form. 

26. When will the Forums take place? 
We have 2 Forums scheduled at the nursery which we welcome parents, carers 
and stakeholders to attend. This will be an opportunity to discuss any queries or 
feedback you have regarding the proposed amalgamation.   

Forum 1 Thursday 29th September 3pm-4.15pm 
Forum 2 Wednesday 5th October 9.30am-10am 

27. What will happen at the Forums? 
Our Parent Governors will be there to discuss any questions you have relating to 
the proposal. You will also be able to submit your Informal Consultation Response 
Forms. 
Your views are so important to us and we would encourage you to come along to 
one of the meetings. 

28. Why is it important for parents/carers/stakeholders to comment?  
Having a true reflection of parents opinions will strengthen our case when we 
progress to the next stage of consultation with the local authority. We truly value all 
opinions from our local community and all comments will be discussed at a full 
governing body meeting before the formal consultation is submitted. 

29. Where can I find additional information on the proposal? 
 Information will also be  
• published on the school websites; www.golborne.rbkc.sch.uk 
• publicised at the school;  
• shared via newsletters sent home with children over the next few weeks;  
• available at the school offices (available either by phone or in person).    

30. Will my name be shared with my feedback? 
No, your name will not be shared - but your status will be included with your  
comments i.e. wether you are a staff member, governor, parent or community 
member. 
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NEXT STEPS - AFTER THE INFORMAL CONSULTATION 

31. What happens after the Informal Consultation ends? 
The informal consultation period ends on Wednesday 9th November 2022 at 3:30 
p.m.  

Following this consultation process, a steering group, including parent and staff 
Governors, will study your feedback, and feedback from other consultees, and use 
it to make a submission to the Local Authority on whether or not it recommends 
proceeding with the school amalgamation proposal. 

The Local Authority will examine this feedback and if they decide to proceed will 
prepare its own formal statutory consultation process 

32. How can I get more information on the proposal?  
If you have any additional queries or questions, these can be posted in the  
consultation boxes in the school’s reception area. 

33. Can I speak to someone about my queries?  
We understand that you may have concerns and queries and will be happy to  
answer your queries. We respectfully ask that you direct any questions or feedback 
as outlined in this document, and not by questioning school staff, who themselves 
are being consulted in a similar way. You are also welcome to attend the Parent’s 
consultation forum to speak to the Parent Governors.  

34. Can I view this information online? 
The informal consultation document, and other information, is also available on 
the school website: 
 www.golborne.rbkc.sch.uk 
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PROPOSED TIMESCALE/ KEY DATES 

*These stages only apply if the amalgamation is taken forward. 

 

ACTIVITY DATES DATE

Informal Consultation commences 28th September 2022 - 9th November 
2022

Parents Consultation Forum 29th September 2022 3-4.15pm

Parents Consultation Forum 5th October 2022 9.30-10am

Informal Consultation end date 9th November 2022

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING to 
discuss outcome of the consultation

Mid November 2022 Date TBC 

LA to seek approval to go to Formal 
Consultation *

Dec 2022 TBC

Local Authority FORMAL CONSULTA-
TION process *

January- February 2023 TBC

Final decision on amalgamation* March 2023 TBC
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